
 
 

Mandatory Read 
Savvy   1070L      by Ingrid Law 
Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her "savvy"--a magical 
power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is injured in a terrible accident (Series). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire     by John August  
When Arlo Finch moves to Pine Mountain, Colorado, and joins the Rangers, he learns how to harness the wild magic seeping in from 
the mysterious Long Woods--a parallel realm of wonder and danger. 
 
Touchdown Kid (710L)      by Tim Green   
Cory and his best friend, Liam, are tested when Liam sustains an injury that costs him a football scholarship and Cory is offered his 
friend's scholarship and must learn how to fit in with his privileged new classmates.  (Any book by author works too!) 
 
The War I Finally Won      by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  
As the frightening impact of World War II creeps closer and closer to her door, eleven-year-old Ada learns to manage life on the home 
front. 
 
Have Sword, Will Travel (830L)     by Garth Nix & Sean Williams  
Odo is the seventh son of the village miller and he just wants to get away from work for a while, Eleanor's mother was a soldier, and 
she yearns for adventure, but it is Odo who finds the magic talking sword named Biter, and thereby instantly becomes a knight--and 
together they set out on a quest (somewhat reluctantly on Odo's part) to save their kingdom from threats both human and dragon. 
 
The Secret Sheriff of Sixth Grade (760L)    by Jordan Sonnenblick  
Maverick Falconer wishes that he could deal with school bullies and his mother's drinking problem and abusive boyfriends, but he 
starts to realize that other kids in his class have problems too and things might get better if they just survive sixth grade. 
 
See you in the Cosmos  (1120L)    by Jack Cheng   
Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski is determined to launch his golden iPod into space, just like his hero Carl Sagan launched the Golden 
Record into space ages and ages ago. Instead, Alex and his dog, aptly named Carl Sagan, wind up on a road trip with some unexpected 
(and awesome) traveling companions and more than one eye-opening detour. 
 
Gorilla Dawn        by Gill Lewis   
Imara and Bobo, two children being held by rebel soldiers, are determined to return a captive baby gorilla back to the forest before it is 
sold. 
 
Hello, Universe  (690L)     by Erin Entrada Kelly   
Lives of four misfits are intertwined when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band 
together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 
 
Chester and Gus  (680L)     by Cammie McGovern  
Chester has always wanted to become a service dog. When he fails his certification test, though, it seems like that dream will never 
come true—until a family adopts him. They want him to be a companion for their ten-year-old son, Gus, who has autism. But Gus acts 
so differently than anyone Chester has ever met. He never wants to pet Chester, and sometimes he doesn’t even want Chester in the 
room. Chester’s not sure how to help Gus since this isn’t exactly the job he trained for—but he’s determined to figure it out. Because 
after all, Gus is now his person.         
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Almost Paradise  (730L)      by Corabel Shofner   
When twelve-year-old Ruby's mother goes to jail, Ruby finds her Aunt Eleanor, an ornery nun with some dark secrets, who Ruby 
hopes will help free her mother. 
 
The Perfect Score  (710L)      by Rob Buyea    
Told from different viewpoints, five sixth-graders, facing various challenges and under pressure to do well on statewide assessment 
tests, agree to a plan for acing the tests. 
 
Race to the Bottom of the Sea (810L)     by Lindsay Eagar  
When her famous marine scientist parents are killed in a tragic accident, 11-year-old submarine innovator Fidelia is abducted by a 
treasonous pirate who demands that she help him retrieve a treasure from the ocean floor. 
 
Train I Ride  (720L)       by Paul Mosier  
Taking a train journey from her elderly grandmother's home in California to live in Chicago with an unknown relative, young Rydr 
holds a suitcase filled with memories and bonds with fellow passengers while seeking the hope and forgiveness she needs to start over. 
 
The Worlds Greatest Detective (840L)     by Caroline Carlson  
Detectives’ Row is full of talented investigators, but Toby Montrose isn’t one of them. He’s only an assistant at his uncle’s detective 
agency, and he’s not sure he’s even very good at that. Toby’s friend Ivy is the best sleuth around—or at least she thinks so. They both 
see their chance to prove themselves when the famed Hugh Abernathy announces a contest to choose the World’s Greatest Detective. 
But when what was supposed to be a game turns into a real-life murder mystery, can Toby and Ivy crack the case? 
 
Forever or a Long, Long Time (570L)     by Caela Carter  
Having shared so many foster homes that they are unable to trust that the family that has adopted them will last, Flora and her brother, 
Julian, are assisted by their new mother on a journey to resolve their past so that they can build a future. 
 
Me and Marvin Gardens       by Amy Sarig King  
Obe Devlin spends a lot of his time cleaning up the creek that runs through what little is left of his family's once extensive 
farmland, and worrying about what the developers are doing nearby, and the pollution it is causing--but one day he finds a strange 
creature by his creek that eats plastic, and soon the animal he calls Marvin Gardens becomes his personal secret, which he believes 
needs to be protected from pretty much everybody. 
 
Ten: A Soccer Story  (770L)      by Shamini Flint    
Maya "Zico" David just wants to play football, but she's having a tough time. Her teacher makes her write lines, her brother prefers 
hockey and her grandmother doesn't believe girls should play football. 
 
The Star Thief   (920L)     by Lindesy Becker 
Young parlor maid Honorine and her friend Francis find themselves in the middle of an epic feud between a crew of scientific sailors 
and the magical constellations come to life. 
 
The Lost Kingdom of Bamarre  (670L)    by Gail Carson Levine   
In a romantic prequel to The Two Princesses of Bamarre, a noble girl learns that her parents were of the despised underclass and that 
she must raise a rebellion on behalf of her people. 
 
Fortunately, the Milk  (680L)      by Neil Gaiman  
While picking up milk for his children's cereal, a father is abducted by aliens and finds himself on a wild adventure through time and 
space. 
 
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda (Book 1)  (760L)   by Tom Angleberger  
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate 
Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the future. Includes instructions for making Origami 
Yoda. (Series) 
 
This Is Just a Test  (690L)      by Madelyn Rosenberg  
David Da-Wei Horowitz has a lot on his plate. Preparing for his upcoming bar mitzvah would be enough work even if it didn't involve 
trying to please his Jewish and Chinese grandmothers, who argue about everything. But David just wants everyone to be happy. 
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No Fear! (King of the Bench #1)  (860L)     by Steve Moore   
Follows the experiences of benchwarmer Steve, who struggles to conquer his fear of getting hit with a baseball before his first year on 
the school team is ruined. 
 
Belly Up (Fun Jungle #1)  (820L)     by Stuart Gibbs  
Twelve-year-old Teddy investigates when a popular Texas zoo's star attraction--Henry the hippopotamus--is murdered. 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  (810L)     by Roald Dahl   
A poor boy wins a tour of a chocolate factory and a supply of chocolate. 
 
The Gollywhopper Games   (590L)     by Feldman, Jody   
Twelve-year-old Gil Goodson competes against thousands of other children at extraordinary puzzles, stunts, and more in hopes of a 
fresh start for his family, which has been ostracized since his father was falsely accused of embezzling from Golly Toy and Game 
Company. 
 
Pride Wars: The Spinner Prince (Book 1)     by Matt Laney   
In the distant future, when a new species rules the earth, thirteen-year-old Prince Leo struggles to hide a dangerous and forbidden 
power he cannot control while trying to unlock the mysteries of his origins (Series). 
 
The Night Diary        by Veera Hiranandani   
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find her voice 
and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary. 
 
The Science of Breakable Things (840L)     by Tae Keller  
Middle schooler Natalie's year-long assignment to answer a question using the scientific process leads to truths about her mother's 
depression and her own cultural identity. 
 
Bob          by Wendy Mass   
Visiting her grandmother in Australia, Livy, ten, is reminded of the promise she made five years before to Bob, a strange, green 
creature who cannot recall who or what he is. 
 
Rickety Stitch and the gelatinous Goo. Book 1, The road to Epoli.  (360L) by Ben Costa   
Meet Rickety Stitch . . . a walking, talking, singing skeleton minstrel. He’s the one skeleton in the dungeon who seems to have 
retained his soul, and he has no idea why. His only clue to his former identity is a song he hears snippets of in his dreams, an epic 
bard’s tale about the Road to Epoli and the land of Eem.  
 
Oddity  (780L)        by Sarah Cannon  
Eleven-year-old Ada and her friends face zombie rabbits, alien mobs, and Puppet Cartels as they explore their small New Mexico 
town seeking Ada's missing twin sister. 
 
The Book of Boy        by Catherine Gilbert Murdock 6 
In 1350, a boy with a large hump on his back becomes the servant of a shadowy pilgrim on his way to Rome, who pulls the boy into a 
dangerous expedition across Europe to gather the seven precious relics of Saint Peter. 
 

Non-Fiction 
 
Dolphins: Voices in the Ocean (Adapted) (1070L)   by Susan Casey 
Inspired by an encounter with a pod of spinner dolphins off the coast of Maui, author Susan Casey embarked on a two-year global 
adventure to study these remarkable beings. Casey details the extraordinary connection between dolphins and humans, including 
shared characteristics such as capacity for emotion, playfulness, sociability, and intelligence, the sophisticated navigation ability 
innate in dolphins, and the dangers they face from people who aim to profit by putting them in captivity or far worse. 
 
Tamba Hali         by David Seigerman  
Long before he was sacking quarterbacks, Tamba Hali was facing bigger challenges. Learn about his life in this well written 
nonfiction series about your favorite athletes. 
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Ada Blackjack: Castaway       by Virginia Loh-Hagan 
Could you survive being a lone castaway on a deserted island?  In the True Survival Series explores Blackjack’s shocking survival 
story. 
 
The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Rivalry, Adventure, and the History of the World from 
the Periodic Table of the Elements (Young Readers Edition)   by Sam Kean 
The periodic table is a crowning scientific achievement, but it's also a treasure trove of adventure, greed, betrayal, and obsession. The 
fascinating tales in The Disappearing Spoon follow elements on the table as they play out their parts in human history, finance, 
mythology, conflict, the arts, medicine, and the lives of the (frequently) mad scientists who discovered them. 
 
Junior Baker Cookbook       by Weldon Owen 
Learning to bake can be exciting and fun! Featuring step-by-step instructions and full-color photos for over 30 sweet and savory 
recipes, this easy-to-follow book will help teach you the baking basics along with finger-licking treats that you will share with your 
librarian!! 
 
You Are Mighty: A Guide to Changing the World    by Caroline Paul 
Passionate about politics? Dedicated to saving the environment? Outspoken about animal rights? No matter the cause, kids can make a 
difference! This guide features change-maker tips as well as anecdotes of young activists around the globe and throughout history. 
 
Fake News and Media Bias       by Lucian Vance 
Although news outlets are meant to be impartial, they have never been perfectly unbiased. Another layer was added to the ongoing 
debate over the role of news media after the 2016 U.S. presidential election, when allegations of fake news surfaced. How can people 
know which news sources to trust? This volume explores the fake news phenomenon and offers readers tips on how to be critical of 
what they see reported. 
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